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Christians and credit 
unions - pages 6 and 7 




God in the life of midwife happy new year to all of 
Louise - page 1 2 our readers. 




‘The people who 
walked in the 
darkness have 
seen a great light / 



Praying for peace in Syria 
see page two. 
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Most soap is made from cheap fats 
(most often animal fat), that are heavily 
scented with chemical fragrances. 

Ours is not at all like that.The 
substance of our soap is expensive 
active vegetable oils - such as neem 
oil from the neem tree, known for 
centuries for its amazing healing 
properties for skin and wellbeing. 



Neem or sandalwood soap. 
Straightaway, when you use our soap, 
you will know from the feel and texture 
this is true wholesome soap like no other. 

Each bar of soap weighs I25gr. 



Here’s your opportunity to try it. For only £ 1 0 you can 
order 4 generous bars, including free postage in UK. 
Choose any combination - 4 the same or your 
assortment of both soaps. 



No sodium lauryl sulfate, and no 
artificial scents. The sandalwood in our 
sandalwood soap is authentic powder 
and oil from the tree - a natural 
energizer and effective antiseptic. 



For speedy service, order at Onevillage.com - 
where other ideas also await you! 



One Village Soap, 

Charlbury, 0X7 3SQ 
© 01608 81 181 I 



onevillage 



com 



Or visit 

One Village Worldshop 
on the A44 in Woodstock 
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Thank God for the 'pin pricks of light' in troubled Syria 



by Lisa Pearce 

AS Christmas 
approaches Lisa Pearce 
(right) of Open Doors 
based in Witney writes 
about those living in 
Syria and the refugees 
who have fled. 

AS I look forward to a Christmas 
day of celebration, family and a 
table laden with good things, I 
know my thoughts will go to the 
Syrian refugees I met in Lebanon 
living in partly finished buildings 

- they and their children exposed 
to the bitter cold, to the mothers 
feeding their infants sugar- water 
because they can’t afford baby 
milk; to the many others with 
faces blank, devoid of hope. And 
I’ll pray. And I’ll thank God for 
the pin -pricks of light right across 
Syria - the Church - the people 
of God; and for Emmanuel 

- God with us. That Jesus 
would be born in make-shift 
accommodation, that he would 
spend his first years as a refugee 
in Egypt. 

No jobs, no future 

My recent visit to Lebanon 
was the second this year. With 
thousands of refugees arriving 
every day, it seems that towards 
the Syrian border every spare 
garage / shed / patch of ground 






is occupied by extended families, 
who have arrived in the country 
with nothing. For so many 
people, life has just stopped’. No 
jobs, no school for their children, 
no way to start re-building their 
future. We met with Christians 
who had been pushed out of 
their towns because they were 
Christian, and mothers who had 
dressed their daughters in the 
hijab to avoid them being raped. 
We met others who’d not been 
specifically targeted, but left 
because of the war. 

A light in the dark 

Open Doors is working in 
Syria itself, with those who are 
desperately trying to stay, and be 
a light in that dark place. Much 
of my time in Lebanon was spent 
talking with Christians who had 



New chancellor 




THE Diocese of Oxford has a new Chancellor. He is the Revd 
Alexander McGregor, who has taken over from the Revd Canon Dr 
Rupert Bursell QC who served as Chancellor from 2002 and retired 
on 10 November. 

The Diocesan Chancellor is the judge of the consistory court. In 
practice, he is the vicar-general of the Diocesan Bishop and, as 
such, advises the Bishop on legal matters and grants common 
licences. Alexander McGregor read History at Christ Church, Oxford 
from 1 991-94 and regularly worshipped in the Cathedral. He was 
called to the Bar in 1 996 and practised in chambers until 2006 
when he joined the Legal Office of the National Church Institutions 
at Church House, Westminster. He was ordained deacon in 2006 
and priest in 2007 and serves as a self supporting assistant curate 
at St Mary's, Bourne Street in the Diocese of London. He was 
appointed Deputy Chancellor of the Oxford Diocese in 2007 
and Deputy Legal Adviser to the Archbishops' Council and the 
General Synod in 2009. Alex was sworn in at the Diocesan Synod in 
November. There will be a formal welcome at Evensong at Christ 
Church on January 1 1 . Alex is pictured above with John Rees and 
Bishop John. Photo: Sarah Meyrick. 



come out of Syria to meet us. 

Many of the key people we 
are working with have the 
opportunity to leave, but believe 
that God has called them to stay. 
As a mum myself I’m in awe of 
the young parents I’ve met who 
are choosing to stay, and to serve, 
whatever the cost. 

By the grace of God we have 
been working inside Syria since 
before the war, which meant that 
when the war broke out, we were 
able to help very quickly because 
of our network of relationships 
throughout the country. Thanks 
to our supporters, Open Doors 
is helping over 8,000 families - 
some 40,000 people - inside Syria 
each month with food, medicines, 
blankets, Bibles, baby milk - the 
basics they need to survive. In 
some areas we’re providing 
schooling for displaced children, 
and trauma counselling for both 
children and adults. 

Through the love, care and 
practical help that Christians 
are providing to those around 
them, people who were very 
antagonistic towards Christ, 
who’d never seen a Bible, are 
coming to Christ. 

And being able to provide food 
to so many families has not just 
stopped them going hungry, but 
has prevented other horrors. 
Many desperate women in Syria 



are feeling forced into ‘survival 
sex’ - sex in return for food - as 
a way to feed their children. As 
well as 8,000 families being 
helped each month, thousands of 
cards of encouragement to Syrian 
Christians have been written by 
Open Doors supporters at events, 
through our website and through 
appeals. 



For specific prayer needs and 
blogs from our partners inside 
Syria, to provide practical 
support and to speak up to our 
government on their behalf, 
please go to our website www. 
opendoorsuk. org/savesyria. 

Lisa Pearce is Deputy CEO of 
Open Doors UK and Ireland. 



THE Disasters Emergency Committee launched a Syria Crisis 
Appeal in March 201 3. Because of the scale of the conflict, the 
appeal, which would normally run for six months, was extended as 
the funds were used by the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, CAFOD, Save 
the Children and others to help deliver vital aid to Syrian people. 

In the run up to Christmas, Oxford based Oxfam launched its 
Syria Christmas Appeal to try and raise £1 m in 1 2 days. For more 
see www.oxfam.org.uk. 

Milton Keynes based World Vision is also working with partners 
in Syria. Justin Byworth, CEO, has welcomed UN peace talks on 22 
January 201 4. "This is great news because these talks represent the 
best chance Syria's children have had in over two years for a future 
free from fear and violence," said Justin. "For too long the agonies 
faced by Syria's children has been obscured by the complexity of 
the politics. The simple fact is millions of Syrians have had their 
lives torn apart. As the atrocities continue, we need leaders at 
the Security Council and beyond to show they are prepared to 
push urgently for peace and support humanitarian responses. 

They need to come together to negotiate an immediate ceasefire, 
followed by peace talks." 

The agency stated that at least 7,000 children had died in the 
conflict. They quoted nine year old Syrian refugee, Abdurahman 
who said: "If you hear the sound of a helicopter, you have to run 
for your life. But if you hear a plane, that means you are still alive, 
because it is very fast and you only hear it after it hits; but that also 
means that other people have died." 

For more see www.worldvision.org.uk 



Help the homeless 



THE Church Housing Trust 
which helps charities that work 
with vulnerable people is calling 
on churches to to help raise 
funds for during Poverty and 
Homelessness Action week (25 
Jan to 2 February). 

It helps more than 200 
vulnerable people each year 
through projects including 
Hamble Court in Reading, which 
was recently able to fit a new 



training kitchen; the Old Tea 
Warehouse in High Wycombe, 
which was able to refurbish its 
residents’ communal area and 
also install an IT training suite; 
and Lucy Faithfull House in 
Oxford. For more information 
email info@churchhousingtrust. 
org.uk, write to Church Housing 
Trust, PO Box 50296, London 
EC1P 1WF or call 020 7269 
1630. 



Two new academies 



GROVE CE School and Hendreds 
CE School became academies 
on Sunday 1 December when 
they officially join the Oxford 
Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST). 

ODST is a multi academy trust 
set up by the Diocese of Oxford 
to allow primary schools to 
convert to academy status. The 
first primary to join was John 
Henry Newman in Oxford in 
September 2012. Director of 
Education for the Diocese, Anne 
Davey, welcomed Grove and 
Hendreds schools into ODST. 

“I am delighted that these two 
church schools have joined the 
trust. ODST will offer so many 
exciting opportunities for them 
to improve the already high 
standard of education they are 
offering to children in their 
communities. 

Grove headteacher Wendy 



Foster, said: “We have chosen 
to join ODST as we feel that 
this will enable us to maintain a 
strong Christian ethos, and that 
the trust will provide us with the 
support and services we need to 
continue to improve. Elizabeth 
Tansley, headteacher at Hendreds 
said that since becoming an aided 
primary in 2003, the school had 
been supported by the diocese 
in a building programme that 
included new classrooms, a 
sports hall and a kitchen. 

She said: “I’m delighted that 
the diocese offers support for the 
school being at the centre of its 
community and having Christian 
values. 

“We now have the opportunity 
to work more closely with a 
dynamic, outward looking and 
independent minded diocesan 
education team. 




Spirited Arts 



A PUPIL from Eton Wick CE 
School in Berkshire beat off 
competition from 20,000 other 
children from all over the world 
to win the annual Spirited Arts 
Competition. 



The annual contest, organised 
by the National Association of 
Teachers of Religious Education 
(NATRE) attracts entries from as 
far afield as Cyprus and Australia. 



Adriano’s art work and text 
about trees won him a prize in 
the Prayer: How and Why section. 
He wrote a prayer about the trees 
in his school playground and how 
they provide shade for wildlife. 

To take part in next year’s 
Spirited Arts contest see www. 
natre.org.uk/ spiritedarts 

Adriano is pictured above 
with his winning entry. 

Photo: Eton Wick CE Primary 
School. 






News 



Tributes to a great leader as South Africa mourns 




THE Rt Revd Oswald Swartz, Bishop of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, our partner 
Diocese in South Africa, said he received 
the news of the death with great sadness. 

He said: “It may take years for this 
South African nation to fully realise what 
a particular blessing Nelson Mandela 
was and will remain to be. We need to 
reflect on his legacy and see how we can 
treasure it and keep it alive for the next 
generation.” Read the address Bishop 
Ossie gave at St Cyprians Cathedral in 
Kimberley at www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
news/mandela 

An inspiration 

The Bishop of Oxford the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard said that in the death of Nelson 
Mandela the world had lost one of its 



noblest figures. “His courage, dignity and 
unswerving loyalty to truth made his long 
walk to freedom an inspiration for untold 
millions of people, especially those who 
continue to live under tyranny,” he said. 

Alison Jestico is from Wantage and 
currently working in Oxfam’s offices in 
Pretoria. She said: “Everyone has their own 
personal reminiscences of him - speaking 
of his courage, his humility, his huge 
capacity for forgiveness, of his belief that 
all people are equal whatever the colour of 
their skin, of his charisma, and memories 
of meeting him in person where he made 
them feel that they were very important. 
We also remembered the close connections 
between Oxfam and the early struggles of 
the ANC especially from exile in nearby 
Zambia.” 



Alison described how city employees 
had prepared the city for hundreds of 
VIPs who flocked to South Africa for the 
Johannesburg memorial service or the 
funeral in the Eastern Cape. She said: 
“Roads were closed, viewing areas erected 
across Pretoria to allow the expected 
thousands to watch the services. Hotels 
filled up with the many journalists who 
have arrived to cover the events. One road 
sign made us smile. It was headed “State 
Funeral” and directed drivers to the VIP 
Park and Ride facility.” 

A man of deep conviction 

The Ven. Karen Gorham, Archdeacon 
of Buckinghamshire and chair of our 
K&K committee, had watched the news 
of Mandela’s death with the Dean of 
Kimberley. Writing in her blog, she 
remembered how during a visit to South 
Africa, she and Bishop John did not 
make it to Robben Island, but did visit 
the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg, 
where they were gripped by stories of 
courage, self sacrifice and grace. 

“...we were gripped by 
stories of courage, self 
sacrifice and grace.” 

“Among the clergy in Kimberley and 
Kuruman there are many other stories of 
courage and hope, including some who 
have shared in Nelson Mandela’s own 
story. Our thoughts are with the African 
people. Today we honour a man of deep 
conviction, who is an example to all of us 
of graceful determination.” For more see 
archdeaconkaren.blogspot.uk 

The Ven. Olivia Graham has had an 
international career with several spells in 



South Africa. In a tribute piece she recalled 
living there as a teenager and remembered 
the reality of apartheid. She also wrote a 
piece for the Door following a visit to K&K. 

She said: “ When I interviewed Hope Tsh- 
enkeng, former president of the Kimberly 
and Kuruman Diocesan Mothers’ Union, 
she told me about the Struggle, the brutal- 
ity of the security services, the fear. 

“She told me about the 
struggle, the brutality of 
the security services, the 
fear” 

“She told me how her husband, Drake, a 
priest, had been taken in the night by the 
police to their headquarters to view the 
broken and battered body of his dearest 
friend, Steve Biko who had ‘fallen out of a 
window’, and told that if he did not stop 
‘making trouble’ then he too would have 
an accident. They left for exile with their 
children shortly afterwards. 

“As students, many of us in England and 
other countries joined the anti-apartheid 
movement in solidarity with those in 
South Africa, so much braver than us, who 
protested, lobbied, sang... and we all held 
before us a man who was a symbol of hope. 
He endured 27 years of imprisonment, 
and taught us all something extraordinary 
about the power of love, about the human- 
ity which is in all of us, about how for- 
giveness changes people. It is an old, old 
message, incarnated by Jesus Christ, and 
carried in our time by Nelson Mandela. 
Thank you, Madiba” To read the tribute 
pieces in full go to www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
news/mandela 



Light in the darkness 
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A headdress of candles. The Sofia choir sing at 


Deddington Church. Photo Krisitina Moberg 



by Hugh White 

A HUSH of expectancy 
filled Deddington Parish 
Church in the middle of 
what had, until then, been 
a bustling Christingle 
service. A mysterious 
presence had been 
announced and the lights 
were out. Haunting music 
began and St Lucia with 
her white robe, red sash 
of martyrdom and her 
headdress of candles 
(Lucia, you could say, is a 
kind of living christingle) 
led in a procession of her maids and 
starboys to bring light and song into the 
darkness. 

This wonderful enhancement of our 
Christingle service came courtesy of 
the Youth Choir of the Sofia Church in 
Jonkoping, Deddington’s link church in 
the Diocese of Vaxjo, Sweden. St Lucia’s 
day, 13 December, is hugely significant in 
Sweden, marked by ceremonies in families, 
schools, churches, clubs and work places 
and the Sofia Choir had flown in to us on 
the feast day, having begun very early with 
a Lucia ceremony in Jonkoping. 

St Lucia was a Sicilian virgin martyr 
(283-304) whose cult spread north and in 
Sweden, in an extreme cold and a deeper 
darkness than we experience in an English 



winter, the ceremony of light into which 
Lucia observations developed (Lucia 
comes from the Latin word for light) is 
particularly welcome. In the old Julian 
calendar 13 December was the shortest 
day of the year. 

The Sofia Choir also sang at our Sunday 
Eucharist and in the evening they took 
part in a lively England v Sweden skittles 
match held at our Royal British Legion 
Club. The day before they sang in Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral. On the Monday 
before flying back to Sweden, they gave a 
Lucia performance for our Deddington CE 
Primary School. 

The Revd Canon Hugh White is Vicar of 
Deddington. See page five for more stories 
from around the Deddington Deanery. 



Playing at the Cathedral 




by Jessica-Louise Hallion 



The idea of a discovery or an extraordinary game is the most powerful, memorable 
and spiritual experience for anyone of any age. Christmas offers the perfect time 
for a playful journey into wonder-land. 

In our Journey to Bethlehem at Christ Church, history, theology and fun mix 
together to allow all ages a new route to the true meaning of Christmas. Starting 
from the first prophecies and travelling through the narrative, you will collect 
gifts to take home and let your playful side sing. Roman soldiers will send you 
travelling and angels will fill you with hope. The Journey will give you wonders 
that you will be thinking offer a long time to come. 

Journey to Bethlehem takes place at Christ Church Cathedral at noon on Saturday ; 
2 1 December. It is suitable for all ages particularly families with small children. 
Jessica-Louise is the Canon's Verger at the Cathedral. 
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ST. MARY'S CONVE 

WANTAGE 



St. Mary's Convent is set in a stunning tranquil 
location in the shadows of the Lambourn Downs. 

Providing comfort, flexible accommodation and facilities. 
Home Cooked Food using fresh wholesome ingredients. 

k The Guest wing is a calm still plat;e enabling 
m peace & spiritual refreshment for 
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K 
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For further details please contact: 

St. Mary's Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9D) 

Tel: 01235 763141 

Email: guestwing<f"csmv.co.uk 

www.csmv.co.uk 




Public Lectures 

Hilary Term 2014 

Seeing Clearly: Shakespeare on Civic and Religious Life 

January 21 Seeing Clearly: Some Reflections on Love in A Midsummer Night's Dream 

Professor Paul Fiddes (Professor of Systematic Theology, University of Oxford & 
Director of Research, Regent's Park College) 

January 28 For these dead birds, sigh a prayer 

Dr Paul Edmondson (Director of Research, Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, Stratford 
upon Avon) 
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Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

England’s Oldest Almshouse 

Vacancies for Brothers 



The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an application 
are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the T rustees 

Hospital of St Cross 

Winchester, S023 9SD 

Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 

www.stcrosshospital.co.uk 

Registered Charity No.20275 1 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 



St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Theological Library may be 
available on request. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9DJ 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 




February 4 Shakespeare, Education, Fundamentalism 

Professor Thomas Docherty (University of Warwick) 

February 1 1 The Playwright and the Architect: Sir John Soane's Tributes to Shakespeare 
Dr Alison Shell (University College, London) 

February 1 8 Moving, reaching, teaching: Shakespeare's effective kneeling 
Dr Lynn Robson (Regent's Park College) 

February 25 Shakespeare and Pilgrimage 

Professor Helen Wilcox (Bangor University) 



March 4 



March 1 1 



Othello, Otelioand Christianity 
Professor David Fuller (Durham University) 

Freetown! A Civic Reading of Romeo an d Juliet 

Professor Ewan Fernie (Shakespeare Institute, University of Birmingham) 




5.00 pm 

Regent’s Park College 




You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

TD 






Feature 

Around the Deaneries - Deddington 



Deddington Deanery mixes the large town of Banbury, with pockets of severe urban deprivation, with large villages and small rural towns. 
It's a diverse deanery, where clergy often work with us as well as with the neighbouring Peterborough and Coventry Dioceses. 
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Vital statistics: 

Area Deans: The Revd Jeff West and Revd Linda Green 

Lay Chair: Lindsay Mills 

Number of Parishes: 29 

Number of Churches: 34 

Number of Benefices: 12 

Number of Clergy: 19 



Urban ministry 

by Beom-Jin Shin 

BANBURY Street Pastors had an 
official launch on 30th November 
2011. We usually patrol on Saturday 
nights. I work with volunteers from 
many churches in Banbury. It has 
been a fascinating experience to work 
with other Christians as a team. We 
are trying to engage with people on 
the streets and listen, care and help 
those who are in need and ensure the 
safety of visitors to pubs and clubs. 

There have been some remarkable 
results, including drops in crime in 
areas since teams have been working. 
What would Jesus do on the street 
at night? We ask God to use us as his 
tools to show His love through our 
actions to our brothers and sisters 
on the streets. But actually, as we 
share our stories each week, we know 
that we receive more than we give to 
people and God works in our hearts 
through them. 



in Banbury 

Taekwondo Youth Mission 

The Taekwondo mission provides 
young people with the opportunity to 
experience something new (perhaps 
unexpected) and challenging. 
However, based on my experience 
of teaching Taekwondo for young 
people in a church in London, I 
believe that Taekwondo can help 
young people to develop Christian 
values and principles such as self- 
control, perseverance, respect and 
integrity. Taekwondo helps to achieve 
a healthier body and thus a healthy 
mind. People develop a sense of 
achievement, greater confidence and 
inner peace. 

I have ten young trainees from age 
six to thirteen so far. We meet up and 
train together in St Marys Church 
Centre, every Thursday afternoon. 

We pray together and share Bible 



messages during the session. 
Taekwondo brings people together 
and helps strengthen the bonds 
between different members of the 
community. Therefore, Taekwondo 
provides both an inner and outer 
space where we can fully experience 
Gods love. St Marys Church is 
aiming to be a place where people 
can find “encouragement, hospitality, 
companionship, refreshment, 
nourishment and support for mind, 
body, and soul” and I strongly believe 
that the Taekwondo mission has 
helped provide all of the above. 

Up to 10 young people take part at 
each session and parents get to know 
each other during a pastoral session 
run by my wife. News of the sessions 
has spread by word of mouth and 
children who don’t normally come to 
church take part. 

Beom-Jin Shin is Assistant Curate 
at St Mary’s, Banbury . 



The most deprived wards in Oxfordshire 



by AnnabeUe Coombs 

BRETCH Hill spans two of the most 
deprived wards in Oxfordshire. Our church 
centre lies at the heart of this large 1960’s 
housing estate, and we feel privileged to be 
able to reach out from here with the Good 
News about Jesus. 

Our small congregation meets on 
Sundays at 5pm. We have outgrown the 
church centre and now meet in a nearby 
family centre. We aim to be informal 
and accessible to all ages and abilities; we 
sit around tables and enjoy tea together 
before a short service which includes a 
song, Bible teaching and praying together. 
Local people joining the church family in 
recent years have been drawn in through 
various initiatives. One of these is Open 
Door, a weekly drop-in coffee morning 



serving home-made cakes and (our most 
popular drink) hot chocolate with the 
works’ (cream and marshmallows!). Those 
running the group make time to sit and 
chat, listen and support, and, where 
appropriate, offer to pray or invite people 
to our Sunday service. 

The social needs on Bretch Hill can 
sometimes seem very great; people’s lives 
are often chaotic and troubled, and we 
cannot ‘fix’ all the problems we encounter. 
But the God whom we trust is powerfully 
at work in people’s lives. Individuals in 
our congregation have recently testified 
to God’s care and provision despite very 
hard circumstances - in the words of one 
man, ‘I wouldn’t be here if Jesus wasn’t in 
my life’. 

Annabelle Coombs, St Paul’s, Banbury. 



War and Peace at Bloxham Faith Fest 



by Sarah Meyrick 

THE Bloxham Festival of Faith and 
Literature is becoming quite an 
institution. The idea of Sir Tony Baldry, 
MP for North Oxfordshire and Second 
Church Estates Commissioner, the first 
Festival took place over a weekend in 
October 2011, at St Mary’s Church. Sir 
Tony is pictured right with the Revd 
Sarah Tillett, promoting the first festival. 

Since then the event has found a 
sponsor (the Church Times) and a new 
home (Bloxham School), where the 
facilities make it possible to run a 
number of events concurrently. Events at 
the 2013 Festival ranged from readings 
and poetry to debate, dance and music, 
culminating in a Festival Evensong at St 
Mary’s involving both the church and 
school choirs. 

“We describe it as a literary festival with 
a theological slant,” said Sarah Meyrick, 
the Festival Director. “Our mission is to 
encourage a love of literature as it relates 




to faith; to bring together authors and 
those who appreciate their work; and to 
create a thoughtful and relaxing space in 
which to consider works of literature and 
their religious themes.” 

Speakers have included P. D. James, 
Lionel Blue, Wendy Cope, Patrick Gale, 
Francis Spufford, Paula Gooder, Bishop 
John, Stephen Cottrell, James Runcie 
and Keith Ward. 

Planning is underway for 30 May- 
1 June 2014 when the theme will be ‘War 
and Peace’. Details of the programme 
will be announced early in the new 
year on the Festival website, www. 
bloxhamfaithandliterature.co.uk. 




MEMBERS of St Leonard’s Church, Banbury set up for a successful Christmas Bazaar 
in late November. The bazaar is one of many community events held in the church 
throughout the year, including a summer fete and a variety of family fun days. 

Photo by The Revd Sue Burchell. 



A community Christmas Bazaar 



An annual Fairport Convention 



by Hilary Campbell 

ONCE a year, in early August, life in the 
north Oxfordshire village of Cropredy 
takes on a different form, as it welcomes 
the thousands of visitors that come (some 
would call it a pilgrimage) to the folk 
music festival that is Fairport Cropredy 
Convention. Out of the close links that 
two members of the band have with 
Cropredy, has grown a rich and evolving 
relationship, with school, parish council, 
canal community, village organisations and 
church all involved in offering hospitality 
of many kinds. 

This raises revenue for all, but has the 
additional benefit of bringing villagers into 
direct contact with visitors in a serving 
role. It is for many a positive experience, 
and encourages and develops an outward 
looking attitude in the village. 

Many church breakfast customers come 



back year after year, and also take part 
ina service at the end of the festival. The 
church is a focal point of activity during 
the festival with the bells (including the 
2007 Fairport Festival Bell that the band 
helped raise funds for) ringing to open the 
event, and Fairport starting their set with 
the song Festival Bell. 

It receives many visitors during the 
weekend, and many more enjoy the peace 
and tranquility of the churchyard as a 
place to relax and chat with friends old and 
new. The festival service on the Sunday 
has become a highlight of the year, with a 
wonderfully warm and vibrant atmosphere 
in church, reflecting the welcome and 
friendliness of the festival itself. 

The Revd Hilary Campbell is Vicar of the 
Shires’ Edge Benefice which includes 
St Mary’s, Cropredy. 







Advertising 




W 



4 



j 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 




j 



Isle of Wight Winter Breaks 

Warm, comfortable, convenient, 
for non-smokers only, coastal cottage. 
Scenic walking, highly recommended, 

4 days rent from £60 01 425 61 521 5 



Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 
across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 




Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 



^ " 'Wetrtbuiy Bay, South Devon 

01752 862382 

w ww.ch o rch wood vail ey.com 




St Ives Cornwall 

Shore off season breaks in cosy centrally heated 
fisherman's cottages in the centre of beautiful St Ives. 

Short breaks commencing 
from 1st Oct 

£155 for 2 people for 3 nights 
£35 per night for additional nights 

Includes Parking, C. Heating, Bedlinen 

Tel Alec: 07970 737067 or 01716 795083 






Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 
BANK INSURANCE STOPPED? - CALL US FOR A QUOTE 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

FREE EXISTING MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Annual and single trip cover for UK, 
Europe and worldwide holidays 



UK 

BASED 


Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 


TRAVEL 


& 


0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 





Show me t 



As the Government attempts to cap charges for pay day loans, credit unions are gaining strength as a viable 
way of helping people out of a debilitating cycle of debt. The Door looks at what is happening in this diocese 
to increase financial intelligence and help people out of poverty. 




Bishop John chats to Oxford Credit Union Chairman Mark Luntley as he signs up as an investor. Photo: KT Bruce. 



Money matters at St Clement's 

by Jill Ewbank * 



A lthough we all, whether we 

perceive ourselves as rich or poor 
or somewhere in between, have to 
deal with money on a day to day 
basis, its a topic rarely chosen for sermons. 
You may be surprised to know that whereas 
there are around 500 references in the 
Bible to prayer, wealth and possessions are 
mentioned around 2,300 times, including 
many times by Jesus. This would suggest 
that money has been an issue for those 
trying to follow God since long before the 
financial crisis began or even before the 
advent of credit cards. Maybe we should 
address it more frequently. 

St Clements “money journey” began 21 
years ago when “The Jubilee Fund” was set 
up; its purpose is to enable church members 
to help others in the congregation who 
are struggling financially - a small, but 
significant and very practical ministry. 

Today, time and again, churches are 
encountering people in severe debt in their 
communities. Nationally, personal debt 
is recognised as a huge issue, a primary 
obstacle to lifting people, especially 
children, out of poverty and a primary cause 
of depression and marriage breakdown. On 
top of this, more and more unscrupulous 



agencies exist to profit from this situation, 
thus exacerbating the problem. 

Seventeen years ago the charity Christians 
Against Poverty (CAP) - www.capuk.org 
- was founded with a donation of £10 by 
someone who had been in debt and was led 
by God to do what he could to help others to 
become debt-free. Today CAP has 245 Debt 
Centres in the UK and runs CAP Money 
(www.capmoney.org) , a short budgeting 
course. 

CAP has discovered that the way to be 
sure that clients are properly and lovingly 
cared for is to operate through local 
churches. Churches which do this work 
enter a partnership agreement with CAP 
and promise their support, both financial 
and through people resources, for their own 
local centre. This partnership arrangement 
provides a guarantee that the church can 
offer not only CAP’s debt counselling 
services but also local Christian support, 
care, and welcome to show people the love 
of Jesus. 

Debt free and coming to faith 

As a result, not only do around 20,000 
people become debt free every year but also 
significant numbers come to faith. 



Four years ago we began running CAP 
Money courses to enable anyone who wants 
to improve the way they manage their 
money to do so in three short sessions. 

The course uses discussion, DVD clips 
and some thought-provoking exercises 
to engage people with an approach that 
many find literally life changing because it 
gives delegates some simple tools to take 
charge of their own finances. And for those 
whose finances are already under control it 
is a good opportunity to review decisions 
and priorities, often freeing up previously 
“wasted” money for something more 
worthwhile. 

New church partnership 

St Clements is now keen to respond to the 
issue of those in debt, as well as helping to 
prevent people from becoming indebted. 

To this end we are partnering with other 
city churches with a passion for this work 
- Cornerstone, St Matthews, Emmanuel, 
Magdalen Road, St Ebbe’s - with the aim 
of opening an Oxford CAP Debt Centre in 
May. Our prayer is that through it some 
of Oxfords most disadvantaged will have 
both access to help to become debt free 
and opportunity to become the people 
God intended them to be. Jill Ewbank co- 
ordinates the St Clements CAP money course. 



Why it matters: in a nutshell 



Debt has been highlighted as a social challenge in our society by the 
intervention of the Archbishop of Canterbury in support of credit unions 
and by the publication of current levels of debt, now estimated to be 
above £1 .4 trillion, writes the Revd Canon Bruce Gillingham, 
Rector of St Clement's, Oxford and Area Dean for Cowley. 

1. There is a growing need: We know that more people are 
in serious debt as this recession continues. More people are 
using community emergency foodbanks. More people are 
behind in their rents. More people are worried by increased 
charges for energy supplies of electricity and gas. 

2. There is a grave risk: As more people are reaching the 
limits of their available credit, so they are drawing down on 



precious savings, and these produce much reduced yield as 
interest rates are so low. But many people have no savings 
at all, and if they cannot find credit from banks or stores, 
they can only turn to payday lenders who can charge high 
rates of interest. This can lead to fear and anxiety, and in the 
worst cases, desperation and despair. 

3. However, there is a great resource: Christians are called 
to make a difference in society, and following the teaching 
and example of Jesus, we can offer a helping hand to those 
in the poverty trap. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for 
he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor." This 
is not just history or theory. This can be made real today by 
Christian love in action. 











Learning early in 

by Beth Rowland 

THE Earley Charity is funding Community 
Savings and Loans, the Reading based 
credit union, to work with over 30 primary 
schools in their area - which covers Earley 
and some of Reading. Some of the schools 
are identified as requiring improvement 
under Ofsted judgments; they are also on 
the deprivation indices as areas of high 
need. 

The project has been developed to 
address, with primary age children, the 
skills of financial awareness: how money, 
bank accounts, savings and borrowing 
work. The message will be strongly around 
the difference between ‘want’ and ‘need’. 

In the past we have tried to do this with 
secondary school pupils and have found 
that by teenage years poor habits have 
already been established. We hope that by 
getting information and habits established 
in primary pupils, wiser decisions in adult 
life will be made, avoiding the misery that 
debt can cause, knowing the difference 
between good and bad debts. 

We will provide for each school - free of 
charge - lessons planned around financial 
awareness for pupils aged from 4-11 years. 
We will also provide assembly materials. 

Each school has also been invited to set up 
a savings club. Children can experience the 
practical benefits of saving. The club will 
be operated on a day to day basis by pupils 
for pupils, assisted of course by adults. The 
practical use of spreadsheets and record 
cards expands on what they learn in the 
classroom. 

The lesson plans, which have been paid 
for by the charity, will not be available to all 
schools. Schools outside the area of benefit 
can have a ‘Young Savers’ club - we have 
several that have been operating for some 
years in local primary schools. 



£59,000 for Buckinghamshire 



Earley 




Working together in Berkshire 



RICHARD Stainthorp, the chairman of 
our Board of Directors and I were invited 
to address the Deanery Synod together 
with Tom Sefton from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's office, who had produced a 
report on the credit union movement. It 
was a delight to be able to show a small 
amount of what we do for people who are 
less able to manage finance. 

£4,000 donation 

We were also delighted to receive a gift 
of £4,000 from a Christian family who 
had been moved by a previous article in 
September edition of the Door. We need 
all the financial support we can get as we 
can no longer rely on grants from local 
authorities to keep us going because of 
the financial problems they are facing. 



I have also met the Revd Mark Bennet, 
Team Rector from Thatcham and we are 
exploring what we can do together. I 
hope that we will see more of this working 
together. 

Jesus said - "The poor will be with you 
always" - but we have not seen such 
poverty in the UK for many years. Yet we 
also see many people becoming very rich. 
Those of us who are better off can help 
credit unions in many ways. Contact us to 
discover how you can help. 

And of course, Bishop Andrew has 
become a member. 

Beth Rowland is the schools department 
officer and administration director for 
Community Savings and Loans. 



SINCE our last report both of Bucking- 
hamshire’s credit unions have jointly se- 
cured £59,000 worth of funding. The South 
Buckinghamshire Community Bank, which 
operates across Wycombe, Chiltern and 
South Bucks and the Swan Credit Union, 
which operates across Milton Keynes. The 
grant has been made by the Buckingham- 
shire Community Foundation. 

Chris Walkling, who leads on credit 



unions for Buckinghamshire County Coun- 
cil and is working on setting up a pay roll 
deduction scheme for council staff, is work- 
ing with Alison Webster from the Oxford 
Diocese to help churches get involved. 

“We are trying to help people to 
all be moving in the same direc- 
tion. It’s about how we can work to- 
gether to strengthen what the credit 
unions have to offer,” said Chris. 



“Both unions are using the money to 
strengthen themselves internally and to 
employ a credit union development worker 
who would be a pooled resource.” 

Swan Credit Union - 03030 300147 
s wancreditunion . org.uk 

South Buckinghamshire Credit Union - 
020 8756 3866 Mformoneycreditunion.org 



Book now for the next Justice Forum 



We are delighted to announce the third of our series of Justice 
Forums. This round table event entitled 'Debt on our Doorstep?' 
is a joint initiative of the Oxford Diocesan Board of Mission and 
the national campaigning body Church Action on Poverty. 
Through a range of national speakers and local projects the 
event will explore: 

• How can we tackle and prevent high cost and 
irresponsible lending? 

• What are Credit Unions and how can the churches 
support them? 

• How can we support those who are struggling with 
debt? 



When? Tuesday 28th January 201 4, 1 0am to 2pm 

(doors open at 9.30am for welcome with tea 
and coffee, finishing with a free lunch at 1 pm, 
with time for networking). 

Where? St Clement's Family Centre, Cross Street, Oxford 
OX4 1 DA. 

Who? Chaired by The Revd Canon Bruce Gillingham. 

All welcome, but prior booking is necessary, and early booking 
is recommended as places are limited. Book by visiting http:// 
tinyurl.com/qfvbbf7 or call Helen Keely on 01865 208214. 

Any queries contact Alison Webster on 01 865 208213. 



Advertising 




DISCIPLESHIP COLLABORATION 
EMERGING MISSION MOVEMENTS 



Come and join our team! 
Faith2Share has volunteer 
vacancies in: 

- Church Relations 
• IT support 

We are a small Oxford-based 
charity working in over 1 00 different 
countries and volunteering for 
us makes a difference to hundreds 
of Christian leaders globally. 

To apply call 01865 787440 
Email f2s@faith2share.net 



On Fire Mission 

Annual Conference 
2014 

6 th - 9 th May 

High Leigh Conference Centre 

Blessed & Broken 
- Transforming power 
of the Holy Spirit 

Guest Speakers 

Charles Whitehead 

Director of Premier 
Christian Radio and the 
Christian Healing Mission 

Dr Russ Parker 

Director of Acorn Christian 
Healing Foundation 

www.onfiremission.org.uk 
for further information 




CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 



Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0114 



E. Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 



Family orientated funeral directors of distinction. 

Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor 
and the surrounding areas since 1712. 

Professional advice and guidance 
from our caring staff. 

Monumental Masonry. 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans. 

For personal assistance, 
24 hours, please contact: 

1 2-1 3 Colonnade, High Street 

MAIDENHEAD - 01 628 787 738 

40 Church Street 

SLOUGH -01 753 520 081 

61 St. Leonards Road 

WINDSOR - 01 753 865 982 



visit our website: funeral 

www.esargeant.co.uk ^ " ^ N T E ? □ 
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GOOD NEWS 

You may have read our last update in this newspaper where we reported that we were poised to start moving into the first of three 
purpose built bungalows. We had six weeks of work to do, and we needed £12,000 to enable us get there - the good news is, with a lot 
of support, we’ve done it! 





Gilead trustee Phil Cana 
cuts the ribbon on opening day 



We are now living in the first new house, called Grace 
Lodge, and we currently have four fully funded male 
students living in the house with house parents Jeff and 
Meg, and senior support worker/mental health nurse, Pete. 
The house is designed to provide excellent accommodation 
for eight male clients (students), plus two male support 
workers and house-parents, all living as extended family, 
and so we hope over the next few months or so to fill the 
house with a further four male students and one more 
male support worker. 

We continue to maintain an 83% success rate 
for students who are addiction free two years after 
successfully completing the programme. We believe the 
purpose-designed house is not only going to help us 
maintain this standard, but increase it. 

We’ve gone green, too. As well as the benefits to our 
students and staff, moving into the house has already 
drastically reduced our accommodation running costs, as 
we have ground source heating, rainwater harvesting and 
solar panels on the roof, all of which helps to give us virtual 
nil-cost heating, hot water and sanitary water. 

We can see the positive effects on our students and staff 
already. The generous support and donations we received 
earlier this year helped us to start to move students and 
staff into this fantastic new building. To fully complete 
this first house to a standard that will enhance people’s 
recovery, well-being and development, we need to raise 



a further £55,000 to finalise building works including the 
following: 

► A disabled bathroom £3,000 

► A conservatory £25,000 

► Patio & paths £8,000 

► Concrete access road-way £9,000 

► Repayment of generous interest free loan by Jan 
2014 £10,000 



Would you please help us raise the funds to bring this 
purpose designed house through to a finish that will make 
it a superb home for students living in extended family, 
now and for many years to come? By contributing to this 
building, you are contributing to the long term future of 
Gilead’s rehabilitation process, which is proven to be 
successful in providing hopeless people with freedom from 
addiction, a new start and direction for a future life that 
many of them had never thought possible. 



My Gilead 
Experience 

“Unlocking People... Releasing Potential” - that’s the strapline that sums up much of what Gilead is all 
about. Trevor is just one of many who have found freedom and a new direction in life through Gilead’s 
residential rehab programme; this is his story in his own words: 



r — — — — — — — 

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD 
| Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
I with funding of the students' fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact- 
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ 

Chris Cole (Trustee) 

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou 




I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations. 



Signed Date 

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. 



~ ~l 

j] I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 



H I would like to become a partner of Gilead 
Please fill in this form 



Name 



Name of your bank 



Bank address 



Postcode 



Account No. Sort Code 



Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £ 
from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 

Signed Date 



Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 



Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) 




First Name Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Organisation / company (if applicable) 


Telephone Number 


Email 


Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 DI01213 


J 



Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 



? 



01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk 



I first heard of Gilead Foundation in 2011, at a time 
when my life was falling apart due to my alcohol 
addiction. 

I was at home with my mother in South London and 
just living to drink. Help was offered from family, friends 
and the local Council; but I only paid these offers lip 
service as I just wanted to drink. Home life was falling 
apart and my mother was suffering beyond belief. Every 
time she went out she never knew what state she would 
find me in when she returned. 

My brother started looking on the internet for a rehab 
that might suit me, as my family thought this was the 
only way forward; he found Gilead Foundations. 

In April 2011, in fear and trepidation, I started on the 
programme, which is very structured but also flexible 
to allow students to grow. In the first weeks I was given 
experience in all the jobs around the farm and in the 
community as a whole. I tried nearly every job on offer 
but in the end volunteered for maintenance as here I 
felt my practical skills could be the most use. 

The programme is not all about work - there is also 
the whole therapy side. This is mainly the Genesis 
programme, group work and one to one support. The 
info on this course says: 

“Genesis Process relapse prevention integrates 
Biblical principles, proven relapse prevention 
technigues, cognitive therapy principles, and the 
latest scientific research regarding the impact of 
neurochemistry on human behaviourto help individuals 
change not only behaviours, but core belief systems 
that cause them to relapse”. 

I did not find the Genesis process easy. It was hard 
and I felt like giving it up on a number of occasions. But 
I had plenty of support around me, not only staff but 
also my peers who were further through the programme 
than me. Normally I have a tendency to try and work 



through issues by myself, not really wanting to admit 
I am struggling. But one day, chatting to now good 
friends, I asked a simple guestion and admitted that I 
was struggling - 1 instantly got so much help that the 
issue was almost sorted there and then. 

During my first 20 weeks I realised that our pastor, 
Ian Samuel, spoke about things that were missing in 
my life. This concerned me and after talking to others 
I decided to give my life to the Lord. At the end of a 
Sunday service Ian invited anyone who would like to 
give their life to the Lord to come to the front for prayer. 
Up to this point I was a back row church-goer, sitting 
at the back so no one could involve me. This was one 
big step - now I had to go forward in front of the whole 
community. 

After a while, I was baptised, along with two fellow 
students, one Sunday morning in what must have been 
the coldest stream on Dartmoor. This was the start of 
the next great transformation in my life. Now I have an 
assurance that I am not alone in my struggle through 
life. 

When I was nearly at the end of the programme I was 
seeking guidance about the future. My feeling was to 
stay on as a Trainee Staff Member for at least another 
year, and after speaking to Ian he agreed that he would 
have me. So yet again, through prayer and talking to the 
relevant people, the Lord has led me forward. 

I have been accepted as a Trainee Staff Member and 
been asked to oversee the completion of the first of 
three purpose-built accommodation blocks. This was a 
major step forward for me as the trust put in me would 
be the first time I would not have alcohol to fall back 
on. It’s a bit scary as to where God might lead me in the 
future. Wherever that is, after my time at Gilead my life 
is in a much better place now than it was a few years 
ago. 
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magining faith ... 


















ONE YEAR - THREE MAJOR EVENTS 

Come and take part as together we explore where God is leading us. 

Clergy Conference: 24 - 27 March 2014 
LLM Conference: 27 - 29 June 2014 
Gathering for the whole church family: 20 - 21 September 2014 






2014 is a special year for us. It’s the 
final year of the first five-year phase of 
our ‘Living Faith’ vision. It’s also the 
year when we are focusing on the fifth 
strand - ‘Shaping Confident Collaborative 
Leadership’. 



y I’m delighted to tell you about three 

important events we have planned. Each 
will offer a chance to reflect on all we’ve 
experienced over the last few years and 
to discern a common vision for the future as we journey on 
together. 

The events offer a time to think afresh about the challenges 
and opportunities of living as Christians at the start of the 
21st century, imagining what it would be like to live primarily 



LIVING 



SHAPING CONFIDENT 
COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP 



not according to the way of the world, but according to the life 
of God’s kingdom. My hope is that the Imagining faith series 
will inspire and encourage us, releasing energy across the 
diocese. 

The planning group has put together an impressive programme 
with some absolutely excellent speakers. And there really is 
something for everyone - whether you are clergy or laity, old or 
young, a lifelong Anglican or relatively new to faith. 

This is a chance for us to come together as the Body of Christ 
with all our different perspectives. Together we are stronger 
and can enrich each other’s lives. So please encourage your 
colleagues , friends and fellow worshippers to join in. 



I look forward to seeing you there. 



Phone 01865 208251 or go to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith 
to find out more. 
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Book launch with 
Bishop John Pritchard 



In ‘Ten’ John Pritchard attempts to get 
clear in his own mind what he believes 
after 40 years of trying to make faith 
understandable to others. Topics include: 

• Ten problems people have with faith 

• Ten things I believe about God 

• Ten things I don’t believe about God 

• Ten words of wisdom 

• Ten cliches to avoid 

• Ten ways to pray 

• Ten lessons learned 

This is a great book whether you’re 
sceptical about Christianity, feel there may 
be something to it, or simply want 
reassurance - in the midst of life’s 
frequently bewildering moments that it really 
does make sense. This is an ideal book for 



people to read together whether that be with a 
home group, book club or even a whole Church! 

We would like to extend an open invitation to 
the launch of ‘Ten’. Bishop John Pritchard will 
be attending and there will be the 
opportunity to purchase a copy and have it signed. 

The launch will be held on Monday 13th 
January 7.45pm at: 

St Mary’s Thame 
Church Rd 
Thame 
0X9 3AJ 

For more info call 01494 863950 (opt 1 ) 
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RRP £9.99 
Our Price £7.99 






Buying for a church? 
20+ copies for only 
£5.99 a copy! 





St Andrews Bookshop 

V J 


www. standrewsbookshop. co. uk 
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local churches for over 
50 years. Visit your local 
branch to find out how 
our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your 
church. 



Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



Mail Order 01494 862168 




copy of Mirror Ball 
ONLY £10.99! 
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Discount 




COD'S 

GREAT 

$a/ic& 

FLOOR 



God’s Great Dance 
Floor 2 by Martin 
Smith + Free copy of 
Delirious? My 
Soul Sings ONLY 
£10.99! 



Encounters with Jesus 
Timothy Keller 
RRP £14.99 
Our Price £11.99! 






NIV Purple Thinline 
RRP £19.99 
Our Price £9.99! 



,£9.99! 

S* L 

HOLY 

BIBLE 

NIV 



. • ;■ 







15 % 
OFF! 



New from Philip Yancey 
The Question That Never 
Goes Away 
RRP £9.99 
Our Price £7.99! 



15 % off full price 
Books or CD’s.* 

Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
15% off full price books & CDs. 



*Terms & conditions apply. Not to be used in 
| conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 

- >g 28/02/2014 >g - 





Comment News 



The times they are-a-changing 

by Michael Beasley 

O ne of the 

elements of 
our Living 
Faith vision 
is “Shaping confident 
collaborative leadership”. 

As a diocese, its the theme 
of Living Faith that we’ll be 
thinking about particularly 
in 2014. 

As we do so, it’s important 
to remember that the way 
our Church is led has varied 
considerably over the years. 

The first century Church 
developed a leadership 
structure of deacons, priests and bishops. In the dark 
ages and the mediaeval period, monastic communities 
played an essential role in setting the Church’s vision and 
direction. In the eighteenth century, churchwardens were, 
in practice, largely responsible for running the churches 
of this country. While in the nineteenth century, an 
abundance of industrial wealth and second sons led to the 
model of stipendiary vicars and rectors we’ve inherited 
today. 

“The leadership we enjoy right now 
is something we should celebrate 
and affirm .” 

The leadership we enjoy right now is something 
we should celebrate and affirm. Clergy, licensed lay 
ministers and other leaders working alongside PCCs 
and congregations enable our churches to be a Christian 
presence that extends across every acre of our country. 

But look around and it’s not hard to see that the times 
they are a-changing. Our churches are blessed with people 
of gifts, talents, and abilities able to serve and support 
congregations and local communities. How can they 
better play their proper part in the Church’s leadership? 

In contrast, it’s clear that numbers of paid clergy are going 
to decline in our country during the coming years (we’re 
not recruiting enough to keep up with retirements). How 
can we use our paid clergy better and not spread them too 
thinly? 

“...the multi-talented people of God 
working together for everyone’s 
good.” 

The challenge of all these factors is to imagine the 
leadership we need for our times. As we seek to do that, 
we might begin by turning to earlier models. St Paul, in 
particular, spoke of the Church being like a body where, 
working together, each part plays its particular and 
essential role. If we followed that image, rather than 
seeing leadership as the preserve of the few, we might see 
leadership as something of the multi-talented people of 
God working together for everyone’s good. Confident and 
collaborative, I’d suggest that’s the kind of leadership we 
need to shape for the years to come. 

The Revd Dr Michael Beasley is the Director of Mission for the 
Oxford Diocese. 
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Cars and curry in Carterton 



FORMULA One banners go up, a 
track is laid and up to 30 blokes get 
together for Scalextric Track and 
Indian Grub (S.T.I.G) at St John’s 
Church, Carterton. 

Steve Bostock came up with the 
idea after years of breakfast meetings 
as an outreach venture. “We realised 
we needed to try something new,” 
says Steve, who used his old track as 
well as borrowing some from friends, 
buying some from Ebay and getting a 
few new cars. 

Multi-coloured lights and 
smoke machines all help create an 
atmosphere as a character in a white 
racing drivers outfit with a black visor 
appears during the events. Motor 
racing and funny video clips are 
played over the church’s AV system. 

A podium, where trophies, medals 
and even fake champagne bottles are 
presented to the winners, is put up 
for the guys who drive cars the fastest 
around the track which is usually 
based on the Grand Prix circuit that 
coincides with the weekend of the 
event. Before the men’s event, a 
junior S.T.I.G. takes place with kids 
eating pizza and ice cream. They get 
medals to keep and a trophy for the 
winner to return and the character in 
the white driver’s outfit gives them 
a gift - a ruler, a note pad or fridge 
magnet, with the event logo and 
church details. 

“This too is proving very successful 




and gets the church name into the 
classrooms,” says Steve. “As another 
bonus, we recently held a fund-raising 
event in church with a Scalextric 
challenge being the main focus. The 
winner was the person who had the 
fastest time over five laps of a huge 
circuit, while the church benefitted 
from the takings with minimal cost. 

“There is a lot of work involved in 
setting up the event, from finding 
suitable video clips to laying out 
the track, but it has proved to be 
immensely worthwhile. 

“The greatest achievement, 



however, is the number of men that 
are coming into the church for a social 
event. Many of them have little or no 
faith, and some of them haven’t even 
socialised for several years, so it’s 
great to see them mingle, and to chat 
with them.” 



Win a book 

OCTOGENARIAN Door columnist David Winter takes 
a wryly humorous look at what it's like to be old in an 
era of the relentlessly new. 

David says: "I wrote At the End of the Day because 
I wanted to address this situation not as a problem 
(which is how sociologists, politicians and media 
commentators seem to see it) but simply as yet 
another life experience. All through life we move 
more or less seamlessly from one stage to another, 
from childhood to adolescence, from that to young 
adulthood, from that to middle age, and from that 
to the retirement years. This book is an attempt to 
record what it is like finally to move into the departure 
lounge of life, awaiting the call to board our flight 
from this life to whatever it is that God has planned for us at its end". The Door has 
three copies to give away to the winners of this month's prize draw. For a chance 
of winning simply send your name and address to Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB.The closing date for entries is Friday 10 January. 

Pilling report published 




THE Pilling report into human 
sexuality was published last month. 

Bishop John said, in response: “It is 
important to remember that this is a 
discussion document, rather than an 
announcement of policy. 

“The Church needs time to receive it 
and reflect upon the findings, starting 
with the meeting of the House of 
Bishops. I hope all our conversations 
will be thoughtful, honest and reflect 



respect for different perspectives. 

“As Christians, we are committed 
to supporting loving relationships 
that allow people to flourish. We are 
aware that, as a Church, we have often 
seemed sadly out of step with society. 

“The report offers us the chance to 
take another step in our journey of 
understanding of human sexuality. I 
hope we will embrace that opportunity 
with wisdom and humility.” 



Women bishops 
vote welcomed 

The Bishop of Oxford has 
welcomed the positive progress 
towards the consecration of 
women as bishops in General 
Synod. 

The Church of England’s ruling 
body voted in favour of new 
proposals to allow the consecration 
of women bishops. “We’re under 
way!” he said immediately after 
the debate in November. “A very 
positive debate at General Synod 
and an overwhelming vote in favour 
(378 in favour, 8 against and 25 
abstentions) has led to an open door 
and a clear path,” said Bishop John. 

The legislation now goes to 
revision and then to dioceses before 
its final journey to General Synod 
next July. “In retrospect it seems 
we were saved from ourselves last 
November and I believe we now have 
much better, simpler legislation. We 
have five strong guiding principles, 
a clear declaration from the House 
of Bishops, and provision for an 
Independent Reviewer to handle 
disputes,” he added. 

See www.oxford.anglican.org for 
Bishop John’s full response. 
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‘Every 
birth is 
special... 




As families tuck into their 
turkeys on 25 December Louise 
Randall will be at work in the 
Spires birthing unit at Oxford's 
John Raddiffe Hospital. She 
tells Jo Duckies her journey 
from studying theology to 
becoming a midwife. 

L ouise and I meet in a cafe in an 
Oxford shopping centre, where 
the 28-year-old admits she often 
wonders how she would respond 
if someone was birthing their baby in 
such a setting . Remembering the basic 
surroundings of Jesus’s birth she says all she 
would need would be the bare necessities - 
her hands, some gloves and warm towels to 
stop the newborn from losing heat. 

“There have been midwives since the dawn 
of time,” says Louise, who is originally from 
Norfolk. While she’s worked nights over the 
festive period, 2013 will be the first time she 
has worked on Christmas Day. She is clearly 
called to her profession and proud that 
babies can be delivered with minimum fuss. 

Her research has shown that in America, 
where more money is spent than in any 
other country on maternity care, maternal 
mortality rates are increasing and 49 
countries have better outcomes for women 
and babies, suggesting that dependence 
on technology might be replacing more 
important skills. “200 years ago child birth 
was dangerous. What’s made the biggest 
difference is hand washing and sanitation 
and access to care, not bleeping machines, 
although they have a place when needed,” 
says Louise, who was studying theology at 
Oxford’s Lady Margaret Hall when a friend 
suggested she become a midwife. “They 
were perceptive and maybe prophetic. I had 
never considered doing anything medical 
because I had been told I was good at arts 
subjects,” says Louise, who decided that if 
she could do a degree at Oxford she could 
teach herself science. 

It was after graduating, while working 
for the University that she completed A 
level biology via distance learning so that 
she could do her midwifery degree. “I did 
experiments in my kitchen with whatever I 
could find.” 

Louise grew up in an Anglican home but 
says that her faith really came alive when 



she was 16. She first thought she wanted to 
work in international development. A year in 
Chile and three months in Kenya confirmed 
that she wanted to work overseas but not in 
development. 

In the university holidays, while she was 
studying midwifery, she went on to do stints 
working in Cairo in antenatal care and in the 
Philippines, in a birth centre serving a slum 
community. 

“Development was never going to be grass 
roots enough for me. It was never going to 
have the intimacy and depth of relationships 
with people that I thrive on,” says Louise. 
Meanwhile, people in her home church had 
prepared her for the reality of studying 
theology in an academic setting. “I thought 
that if my faith didn’t stand up to serious 
academic rigour then what’s the point? It 
was challenging but it was a really positive 
experience and I had such great discipleship 
from my church family at the same time that 
I was able to balance the two, not that it was 
always easy.” 

Shift patterns have also been a challenge 
to Louise in terms of worshipping at Oxford 
Community Church. “The wider church 
family is really important when you are 
working anti-social hours. It’s been a lesson 



for me to learn to see church in more 
flexible, creative way, beyond just Sunday 
mornings. It’s about being in and out of each 
other’s lives and homes and being family to 
one another.” 

On graduating from Oxford University 
Louise’s role running welfare services for 
the Student Union, including some crisis 
listening work and overseeing sexual 
health provision, was good preparation 
for midwifery. At the interview for her 
midwifery degree she was asked about the 
link between theology and midwifery. “I had 
to joke ‘it’s all about deliverance’ and they 
laughed,” Louise says. “But in all seriousness, 
midwifery often seems to me like the most 
natural kind of practical theology. It is about 
caring for people through hopes and fears, 
and for many people becoming parents is an 
intensely spiritual journey irrespective of 
faith background.” 

“People often ask me why labour is so hard 
but I see so much of God’s fingerprints in 
the process of labour and birth. There are 
so many things in life where you get to the 
threshold of what you think you can do and 
it seems impossible. By going past it and 
coming through the other side it gives you 
a whole new faith and confidence, whether 



that’s in your spiritual life or your confidence 
to be a mother.” 

Louise will help partners to feel part of 
the birth. “It’s hard particularly for men to 
stand back and watch the woman they love 
in labour. They too have to surrender to 
the process. I teach partners to help with 
massage during labour and to be as much 
part of the care as possible. I know I’ve done 
the best job I can do when a couple can 
proudly say ‘We did it ourselves’.” 

Louise has worked in the Labour Ward at 
the JR, where there are 13 rooms, a team 
of midwives and an obstetric medical team 
on hand in case of complications. She is 
currently in the birthing centre, which is run 
by midwives for women who are expected to 
have straightforward labours. The midwives 
are highly trained to manage unexpected 
complications and can also transfer to the 
labour ward if medical help is needed. 

She said her job is 98 per cent the best in 
the world, but for the two per cent of the 
time she has to deal with miscarriages and 
stillbirths, it is the most tragic. “There are 
no easy answers and no simple comfort and 
nor would I want there to be. All I can do 
is trust in the compassion and goodness of 
God. It’s incredibly challenging. Looking 
after a family suffering a bereavement is one 
of the most humbling parts of the job. It’s a 
privilege to stand beside them and to make 
any positive difference you can.” 

So what will Christmas Day be like at the 
hospital? “Like any other day we never know 
how busy it will be. But it’s a very special 
time to be a midwife as it’s all about birth, 
hope for the future and family,” says Louise, 
who will celebrate Christmas with her 
parents at some point after 25 December. 

“It is a challenge being in a city where 
I don’t have any immediate family at 
Christmas and I am especially thankful for 
my extended church family at this time. I am 
also very proud of the way that midwives, 
doctors and nurses sacrifice being with their 
own families to look after others. 

“You can either choose to be sad about 
working Christmas, or choose a positive 
attitude, to make it special for the women 
you care for. It’s never just a job. The minute 
it becomes just a job is when it is time to 
leave.” 

Days before this interview Louise delivered 
her 161st baby. “The family said ‘we’ll never 
forget you because you’ll be such a big part 
of our lives even though you must deliver 
babies every day.’ It is a massive privilege.” 
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The Cave in Bethlehem 




By John Pritchard 

T here’s a problem at the heart of 
the Christmas story. We’ve got so 
used to thinking of a crib scene 
with Jesus tucked-up in a straw- 
filled manger in a wooden stable. But if 
you go to Bethlehem to the birthplace of 
Jesus you find yourself in a cave carved 
out of rock with walls blackened from the 
millions of candles burned there over the 
years. So which is it? Stable or cave? 

It’s more likely to be the cave. The Greek 
word translated in Luke chapter 2 as ‘inn’ 
(kataluma) otherwise always refers to 
the guest room of the house, on the top 
floor or sometimes on the roof. Moreover, 
families kept their animals with them on 
the ground floor of the house so they could 
stay warm and safe overnight. So when 
there was no room in the ‘guest room’ of 
Joseph’s relatives, Jesus had to be born in 
the place reserved for animals, and placed 
in a manger. 

“You stare at it 
transfixed, remembering 
all the mangers you’ve 

seen...” 

So in Bethlehem now you usually queue 
up outside the cave which is under the 
altar of the Church of the Nativity, and 
then eventually duck your head and 
descend some steps, listening as you do 
so to the unselfconscious singing of the 
pilgrims ahead of you. The English are 



likely to be singing ‘Away in a Manger.’ 

And there’s the manger on your left. 

You stare at it, transfixed, remembering 
all the mangers you’ve seen in Christmas 
cards and Nativity Plays. Straight ahead, 
pilgrims are lining up to get down on their 
knees in an undignified manner to kiss 
the silver star that’s supposed to mark the 
place of the birth itself. 

When I go there I just want to hunker 



down at the back of the cave and be 
ravished by the significance of the place. 
This is where heaven and earth kissed each 
other, where shepherds and academics 
from the east could kneel down and ‘look 
level-eyed into the face of God’. 

But then you come out of the cave 
and immediately you’re plunged into 
a contested world. This sacred space is 
the subject of ongoing disputes between 



the Roman Catholic, Armenian and 
Greek Orthodox Churches. Outside, the 
Palestinian economy is wrecked and a 
separation wall 27 feet high runs through 
the town, speaking of enmity and distrust. 
From the Shepherds’ Fields you look across 
at a huge Jewish settlement built illegally 
in Palestinian territory. 

“This is where heaven and 
earth kissed each other...” 



And then you remember the simplicity of 
that manger and you think, ‘Yes, that’s God 
for you.’ That’s what God does, bringing 
peace, stillness and beauty to the heart 
of a real world with real-time conflict. He 
‘pitches his tent’ (‘dwelt among us,’ John 
1) in the midst of human folly and offers a 
better way. 

And that better way applies to our own 
domestic Christmas too. The High Street 
will be full of wonderful distractions again 
this year. But have you noticed how the 
angels’ song ‘Glory to God in the Highest’ 
only needs to lose an ‘e’ to become ‘Glory 
to God in the High St.’ God still pitches his 
tent in our midst, in the High Street of our 
celebrations, and offers a better way. 

Last thing at night, when the children are 
fast asleep, when TV is finished and the 
downstairs lights are turned off, could you 
turn your mind to that cave, creep in, kneel 
down and just look? 

This is the miracle that changed the 
world. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the 

Bishop of Oxford. 



Making a fresh start 



Thought for the 
month 

By David Winter 

And when Jesus had been 
baptised, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him 
and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 

Matthew 3:1 6 

ohn the Baptist was in the mass 
baptism business, but one at a time, 
of course. Matthew tells us that ‘the 
people of Jerusalem and 
all Judea were going out to him ... 
and they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.’ But the 



great Baptiser seems to have been taken 
aback when Jesus came from Galilee and 
presented himself among the candidates. 
John knew who he was, of course (they 
were cousins), and demurred: ‘I need to 
be baptised by you, not you by me.’ The 
answer of Jesus is interesting: ‘Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfil all righteousness.’ The New English 
Bible (remember it?) helpfully paraphrases 
the last four words of this awkward 
sentence as ‘to do all that God requires’. 

God didn’t ‘require’ Jesus, his sinless Son, 
to confess his sins. What God ‘required’ 
of him was more demanding than that. 

He ‘required’ Jesus to take his place with 
sinful humanity, to stand in the queue of 
people from ‘Jerusalem and all Judea’ who 
were lining up for forgiveness and a new 
start, to identify with sinners (as he was to 
do throughout his earthly ministry, all the 
way to Golgotha). 

So there he stood on the edge of the 



river Jordan, a candidate for baptism - 
not, in his case, as a sign of forgiveness, 
but nevertheless the sign of a new start. 
When he came up from the water, we are 
told, ‘the heavens were opened’, he saw 
the Spirit of God descending on him ‘like 
a dove alighting’ and a ‘voice from heaven’ 
identified him as ‘My Son, the Beloved’. 
With those dramatic signs, a new phase of 
his life began. 

Baptism is always the sign of new life, 
the promise of the life of God received and 
then experienced. We speak in our prayers 
of ‘walking in newness of life’, and that 
is what the life of the baptised Christian 
is meant to be. It would not always be 
easy, though - Jesus went straight from 
Jordan into the desert to be put to the 
test by the Adversary, then to hear of 
the imprisonment of John, and then to 
proclaim the good news of God’s kingdom 
in his homeland, Galilee. Testing, sorrow, 
service - yes, these are also part of the life 
of the baptised, as they were for Jesus. 




But so, of course, is the ‘joy that was set 
before him’, the blessing of being loved by 
the Father and filled with the Spirit. And 
the journey from the waters of baptism to 
the kingdom of heaven is never lonely. The 
last promise of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel 
is categorical: ‘Remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’ 

David Winter’s new hook At the End of 
the Day was published by BRF on 
22 November (£6.99). 
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January prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 



“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans 
will be established.” - Proverbs 16:3 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of 
the Spirit for: 

WEDNESDAY 1 Bracknell Deanery. 

David Uffindell (Area Dean), Andy Glaze, 
Jan Glaze, Catriona Cappleman, Catherine 
Blundell, Pamela Grigg and Jenny Sistig. 

For the continuing and further developing 
partnership in ministry and mission and a 
spirit of celebration and joy at what God is 
clearly doing in the deanery. 

THURSDAY 2 Ascot Heath. Darrell 
Hannah, Rosie Webb, Ellen Turtle and 
Sheila Shrigley. For the planning of our 
150th anniversary celebrations which 
will begin in May; for our developing link 
with parishes in the Gambella region of 
Ethiopia, which form a central part of our 
celebrations. For the outcomes of a visit to 
Gambella in December and the planning for 
a larger group visit in October 2014. Ascot 
Heath (VC) School. 

FRIDAY 3 Bin field. Luke Taylor and 
Elizabeth Harland. For guidance as we seek 
to appoint a childrens worker for school 
years 3-6; for Gods wisdom and vision 
as the church grows; for our small group 
leaders and their groups, and for more small 
group leaders to step forward and for more 
musicians for our informal service. B infield 
(VA) School. 

SATURDAY 4 Bracknell Team Ministry. 

Nick Parish, Les Jesudason and Margaret 
Clarke. Please pray for our Ministry with 
young families, children and youth and 
our developing Ministry in Bracknell Town 
Centre. Bracknell Ranelagh Academy. 

MONDAY 6 Epiphany. Easthampstead. 

Guy Cole, Peter Bestley, La Stacey, Nick 
Thompson and Jeannie Rymill. Giving 
thanks for the continued growth of the 
congregation and praying for the further 
development of lay ministry together 
with the mission of St Francis and St 
Clare, Jennetts Park, to the new estate. 
Easthampstead (VA) and Jennetts Park 
(VA) Schools. 

TUESDAY 7 Sunningdale. David 
Uffindell, Sue Cooke, Felicity Day and Gary 
Kennaught. Please pray for excitement 
and confidence in God with regard to the 
building project we are exploring and a 
greater sense of commitment to the work 
of the Kingdom in our over-busy lives. 

Holy Trinity (VA) School Sunningdale. The 
Editorial Support Group for the Door. 

WEDNESDAY 8 Warfield. Mark Griffiths, 
Janet Taft, Alan Bradford, Amy Forrest, 



Richard Summers, Alan Wilson, Dave 
Cappleman, Sam Mortimer, Michael 
Summers, Rebecca Medicott and Jayne 
Lewis. For Matt and Ruth Davies as they 
travel from North Yorkshire for Matt to take 
up the position as Warfield Youth pastor 
and for St Michaels congregation as they 
settle back into a reordered building after a 
nine month gap. Warfield (VC) School. 

THURSDAY 9 Winkfieldand 
Cranbourne. Catherine Blundell and 
Mary Knight. For the 25 adult candidates 
preparing for a deanery confirmation in 
May. That we may resolve the dilemma of 
how to provide for growth in faith of our 
‘tweenagers’ who are growing out of the 
booming Family Praise. 

FRIDAY 10 Sunninghill and South 
Ascot. Stephen Johnson, Susan van 
Beveren, Jennifer Jones, Tracey Williams 
and Mary Nichols. For our ordinands, LLMs 
and Curates in training all at crucial points 
of their training programmes. For the 
ongoing outreach of the recently established 
Ascot Food Bank. Sunninghill Cheapside 
and St Michael Sunninghill (VA) Schools. 

SATURDAY 11 Bicester and Islip 
Deanery. Christobel Hargraves (Area 
Dean), Robert Drummond-Hay, Victor 
Puddick, Kaz Stoddart, Claire Hartropp and 
Andrew Foran. For continued inspiration as 
we implement our Deanery Mission Action 
Plan and for the new ministers joining our 
Deanery in coming months. 

MONDAY 13 Akeman Benefice. Jane 
Hemmings, Brian Wood, Paul Clifford, 

Jo Cropp, Michael Nunn and Grant Lee. 

For our pastoral outreach to the villages 
and plans for sermon series and a bible 
course in the New Year. Chesterton (VA), 
Bletchingdon Parochial (VA) and Kirtlington 
(VA) Schools. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee. 

TUESDAY 14 Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield and Launton Team Ministry. 

Ian Biscoe, Becky Mathew, Robert Atkins, 
Peter Wright, Colin Cockshaw, Elizabeth 
Taylor and Mary Roe. For the appointments 
process as we seek, under God, a new Team 
Rector, and pray for the team working 
short-handed with a vacancy and a 
maternity leave. Please give thanks to God 
for our new church Emmanuel Bicester for 
the continuing growth in faith and number. 
St Edburg’s (VA) School and Launton (VC) 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 15 Plough Wednesday. 

Cher well Valley. Stephen Griffiths and 
Eddie Green. For the housing development 
in Heyford Park, for safety during the 
building and development works and 



that the Churches will welcome the new 
residents. Please also pray for the process of 
appointing a new Team Vicar over coming 
months. Upper Heyford Proposed School 
(Aided) and Heyford Park Conventional 
District. 

THURSDAY 16 Rousham. Richard Smail 
and the team and congregation. 

FRIDAY 17 Shelswell Benefice. 

Christobel Hargraves, Bill Muncey 
and Penny Wood. Please pray for our 
discussions on governance as we seek to 
work closer together as a Benefice and for 
renewed vision in each Parish as we discern 
how to live by Kingdom principles. 

SATURDAY 18 The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity begins. Please pray for 
relationships and unity within the Anglican 
Communion together with our relationships 
and unity with other denominations. 
Particularly pray for inter-denominational 
unity in your locality. 

MONDAY 20 The Ray Valley. Charles 
Masheder, David Wippell, Andrew Rycraft, 
Lisa Holmes and Glenys Edwards. For 
renewed use of the family services in the 
parishes as a means of outreach and for 
success in repairing our ancient churches 
and making them as fit as possible for the 
21st Century. Charlton on Otmoor (VC) and 
Dr Souths Islip (VA) Schools. 

TUESDAY 21 Aylesbury Deanery. Andrew 
Blyth (Area Dean), Nigel Featherston, Ann 
Beaton, David Morris and Roger Williams. 
For the newly appointed pioneer minister 
to the Berryfields housing development 
and Aylesbury Vale Academy and for 
the forming of new church and community 
life within them. For mission initiatives 
and partnerships developing across the 
deanery in both rural and urban benefices 
and particularly for the licensing of Gareth 
Lane as Community Missioner and Chaplain 
to the Academy. 

WEDNESDAY 22 Aylesbury with 
Bierton and Hulcott . Mark Ackford, 

Hazel Butland, Julie Willis, Suzanne 
Ackford, Luke Lee and Donald Ry dings. 

For the church communities, the parish 
and district church councils of the team 
during the current vacancy and for their 
work in the preparation of the Parish 
Profile. Give thanks for the ministry of 
St Marys Church Aylesbury in providing 
Christmas Day Lunch and pray for the 
follow up from that special day. For our 
ministry in schools and particularly St 
Marys (VC) School Aylesbury, Bierton (VC) 
School, Buckingham Park (VA) School and 
Berryfields Primary Academy. 



Our Bishops and Archdeacons on Sundays 



SUNDAY 5: Bishop Andrew confirming at SS Peter and Paul Wantage. 
Please pray for Bishop John and the staff of the Oxford and Cowley 
Episcopal Area Bishops Office - Sarah Meryick, Graham Sykes, 
Christine Lodge, Debbie Perry, Martin Gorick and Sarah Bennet. 

SUNDAY 12 Baptism of Christ. Bishop Andrew confirming at St 
Peters Didcot. Archdeacon Karen preaching at Denham. 



SUNDAY 19 Archdeacon Karen preaching at Great Kimble. 
Archdeacon Olivia preaching at St Johns Newbury. 

SUNDAY 26 Homeless Sunday. Please pray for the Homeless 
people in the Diocese of Oxford, for all who seek to help them and 
for the outreach ministry of our many Food Banks. Bishop Andrew 
confirming at Reading Minster. Archdeacon Karen preaching at 
Seer Green. 







THURSDAY 23 Bedgrove. Martin Kuhrt, 
Gareth Lane and Marie Carey. For our plans 
to develop the hub for Bedgrove community, 
with a warm welcome and hospitality for 
groups which includes introducing a new 
audio video system and starting stage 2 
of the development of the premises. The 
Licensing of Luci Heyn as Team Vicar in the 
Hermitage Team Ministry. 

FRIDAY 24 Bernwode Benefice. 

Jenny Edmans and the congregations of 
Ashendon, Boarstall, Brill, Chilton, Dorton, 
Ludgershall and Wotton Underwood as 
we prepare to welcome our new Rector 
Priscilla Slusar who will be installed today. 
For our future ministry, working together 
to reach out and serve the people of our 
parishes. For Brill Academy. 

SATURDAY 25 The Conversion of St Paul. 
Broughton. Phil White. For us as we seek 
to take on the lease of a local shop unit. 

For the continuing guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we develop our vision to run it as 
a community cafe and for the necessary 
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provision of finance and management. 

For us as we make Discipleship a far 
greater priority and extend our mentoring 
across the church in 2014. The Installation 
of Honorary Canons in Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

MONDAY 27 Haddenham with 
Cuddington & Kingsey & Aston 
Sandford. Margot Hodson, Jonathan 
Hawkins, Helen Barnes, Olive Kuhrt, 

Trish Mander, Adrian Collier and Nigel 
Featherston. St Marys (VC) School 
Haddenham. 

TUESDAY 28 Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon. 

John Wynburne, Robert Hutton and John 
Scholefield. That we may be faithful in 
our worship, witness and service, praying 
expectantly for growth, that we may extend 
the Kingdom through our relationships 
both in the community and with each other. 

WEDNESDAY 29 Risborough. David 
Williams, James Tomkins, Jennifer Locke, 

Edith Sanchez RIP 

EDITH Sanchez, who had been diocesan 
accountant for church school capital 
building projects and over 850 parish 
endowment and property trusts for 27 
years, sadly died in November. 

Edith, whose funeral took place in 
December, was a very respected and 
valued member of the Finance team in 
Diocesan Church House. She had many 
friends in the schools and parishes she 
worked with. 



and Nigel Taylor. For us as we build on the 
encounters of the Christmas season that 
we might be able to sow seeds of faith to 
all those who we have met. For our Alpha 
course which started in January. St Johns 
Lacey Green (VA), Speen (VA), Monks 
Risborough (VC) and Longwick (VC) 
Schools. 

THURSDAY 30 Southcourt. David 
Lawton, Alan Foster and Tim Jarvis. The 
Church of the Good Shepherd and our work 
with senior citizens in ‘Movers & Shakers’ 
together with our youth cafe and sofa club’. 
The Board of Mission meeting. 

FRIDAY 31 Stone with Dinton and 
Hartwell. Peter Rich, Angela Rich and 
Avril Clark. For the ongoing discussions 
with Haddenham Benefice about pastoral 
re-organisation and for Stone and Dinton 
churches both fundraising to install toilets. 
Stone (VC) School. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday 
only) Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 




Tel: 01 865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Comings and Goings 



The Revd Bill Blakey has retired as Area 
Dean of Witney (he continues in his role as 
Team Rector at Brize Norton and Carterton); 
The Revd Toby Wright has taken up 
additional role as Area Dean of Witney; The 
Revd Richard Zair has taken up additional 
role as Area Dean of Abingdon; The Revd 
Luci Heyn will take up post as Team Vicar 
of Hermitage Team; The Revd Peter Silva 
has retired as Priest in Charge of Great Tew 
with Little Tew and Over Norton with Nether 
Worton; The Revd Gareth Lane will take up 
post as Team Vicar in Aylesbury; The Revd 
Rosie Webb will take up post as Priest in 



Charge at Clewer St Andrew’s; The Revd Paul 
Oxley will take up post as Associate Clergy at 
Milton Keynes; The Revd Frog Orr-Ewing 
is Associate Clergy at Beaconfield; The Revd 
Dr Paula Clifford is Curate in Training in 
the Akeman Benefice. The following have 
been given permission to officiate: The Revd 
George Howard; The Revd Mieke Gaynor; 
The Revd Maurice Stanton- Saringer; The 
Revd Clive Windebank (until 31 March 
2014). We recall with sadness the deaths of 
The Revd John Graham and The Revd 
John Mackney. 
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OUT NOW! 

Ihe Must Issue 

of The Son 

THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well. 

The current edition of THE SON includes stories on BBC presenter 
Janey Lee Grace, top neurosurgeon Dr Eben Alexander, and many 
more. 



Why not use THE SON to reach your community? 




The Son MJIIiMi 

01752 225623 
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Cars shown for illustration only. Autosave, Trax Park, Doncaster, DN4 5PD Or Call 0845 122 6910 




There is none like you, 0 Lord, 
and there is no Cod besides yoDS 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

ICh 17:20 (ESV) 



Counselling in 
Central Oxford 

01865 721883 



Thinking about adoption? 



St Francis* Children's Society 
is an Outstanding' rated adoption 
charity based in Milton Keynes. 



We offer lifelong post adoption support to 

our adoptive families including: counselling, advice 
and support, therapy, training, workshops and 
family events. 



Our specialist social workers and therapists are on 
hand to offer support at every step of your 
adoption journey. 




A warm welcome awaits you! 



Adoption information evenings 
Wednesday 8th January 
Wednesday 5th February 



Starting at 6.30pm ending at 8.00pm 



St.Francis’ 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 



0 1 908 572700 sSl 

2011 2012 

www.sfcs.org.uk email; enquiries@sfcs.org.uk 

Venue: St Francis' Children s Society, Cdlis House, 48 Newport Road, 
Woolstone. Milton Keynes MKI 5 0AA 

Registered Charity Number 21 1 670 
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in January 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 January 2014. 




SUNDAY 12 JANUARY 

Cookham: Epiphany carols by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church 
at 6.30pm. Retiring collection in aid 
of Helen and Douglas House. 

WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 

Plough Wednesday: This annual 
event is an opportunity to join 
with others and learn about rural 
and agricultural issues. The day 
begins at 10am at Saddleback 
Farm Shop, California Farm, 
Brightwalton RG20 7HR and 
then on to Leckhampstead for 
lunchtime talk with Ian Brown, 
followed by Evensong at St 
James Church, Leckhampstead. 
The Bishop of Reading, Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, will be joining 
everyone for the day. Book your 
place by emailing glynevans@ 
gmail.com or phone 07581 
491713 by 8 January. 

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 

Oxford: Talk by Jeremy Paxman 
- ‘Great Britain’s Great War’ in the 
Blue Boar Theatre, Christ Church 
Cathedral from 5pm - 6.30pm. Part 
of the series of talks ‘Oh, What a 
lovely War? from the McDonald 
Centre for Theology, Ethics and 
Public Life. No entrance fee. 

WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY 

Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 



THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 

Oxford: The Oxford Centre 
for Spirituality Growth talk on 
Dominican Spirituality will take 
place at St Giles’ Church at 12.30pm 
with Timothy Radcliffe. Details at 
www.ocsg.uk.net or email info@ 
ocsg.uk.net 

TUESDAY 28 JANUARY 

Oxford: Talk by Margaret 
MacMillan ‘Accident or Choice? 

The Outbreak of the First World 
War’ in the Blue Boar Theatre, 

Christ Church Cathedral from 
5pm - 6.30pm. Part of the series of 



talks ‘Oh, What a lovely War? from 
McDonald Centre for Theology, 
Ethics and Public Life. No entrance 
fee. 

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 

Amersham on the Hill: The 

Amersham Millennium Lecture will 
take place at 8pm at St Michael and 
All Angels. ‘The Body Beautiful? 
Body, Soul, Mind and Spirit in 
the writings of Paul’ by Dr Paula 
Gooder. Tickets £10 (concessions 
£7). Phone 01494 726680 or email 
office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk 
for details. 



Courses and Special Events 



PRAYER AND VOCATION: This course is about 
growing in faith, through prayer and responding to 
God’s call. It will explore different approaches to 
prayer, from prayer in the Bible to some of the ways 
Christians through the centuries have communed 
with God. It will also think about what God’s call 
means and how we discern what he wants each of 
us to do. It is a practical course, so will give you 
experience of different ways of praying and will help 
you think more about your own journey with God. 
The course will take place on Wednesday evenings 
in Oxford beginning on 8 January and Thursday 
evenings in Amersham and Wokingham beginning 
on 9 January from 7.15pm - 9.30pm. Each course 
is for 10 weeks and is open to anyone to attend. 

The cost for the whole course is £40. Further details 
and booking information available from sheila. 
townsend@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 
208277. 

SUPPORTING BEREAVEMENT IN SCHOOLS: 

Monday 20 January. The day will explore ways 
in which schools can support the wide variety of 
bereavements which they might experience. The 
day will run from 9.30am - 3.30pm at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford. Email penny.bingham@ 
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865208237 for more 
details. 

PARISH MAGAZINE TRAINING DAY: Saturday 25 
January. Do you need some inspiration? Have you 
just taken over and don’t know where to start? In a 



rut and struggling to keep your publication fresh? 

Or have you got some great ideas to share? If so, this 
workshop is for you. The day will run from 10am - 
2.30pm at Diocesan Church House, Oxford and will 
include planning, editorial and design tips. Cost £10 
(includes lunch). Email debbie.dallimore@oxford. 
anglican.org or phone 01865 208225 for details and 
to book your place. 

INTERCESSIONS: The 

aim of this day, led by 
the Revd Liz Simpson, 
is to equip and resource 
people to create and lead 
intercessions at various 
acts of worship. We 
shall spend some time considering just what we 
believe prayer is, and how one person can effectively 
lead prayers on behalf of a whole congregation. 

We will also look at how to be imaginative and 
creative within formal settings, as well as how to 
engage the whole congregation in more informal 
services. There will be some practical advice and 
helpful hints; resource books and materials will 
be on display; there will be lots of opportunity for 
reflection and sharing; and we shall put what we 
share into practice and compose prayers too. The 
day is on Saturday 25 January at Christ the Servant 
King, High Wycombe. It will run from 10 am - 4 
pm and will cost £20. Further details are available 
from sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208277. 











